Chapter Seventeen
THE    STRUGGLE    GOES    ON

THE NAZI  FOREIGN  MINISTER AND FORMER  GERMAN

Ambassador to London, Joachim von Ribbentrop,
in his Danzig speech of 24th October vehemently
denied what all the world knows to be true,
namely, that Britain and France were fighting
Hitlerism, and Hitlerism alone, and that Hitlerism
has been a menace to the security of the rest of
Europe ever since its accession to power in Ger-
many. In the same breath, von Ribbentrop
blared forth in gloating triumph the story of
the rape of Poland, claiming that the German
Army had finished with Poland in three weeks.
Actually, the "heroic*' German Army took four
weeks to defeat not the whole of Poland, isolated
as she was from all outside help, but only half
Poland; while the other half was invaded and
subdued by the overwhelming might of the Soviets.
Almost without firing a single shot, Russia took
the Western Ukraine and Galicia and, of course,
the oil wells of Boryslaw. But while the German
and Russian military missions held their appoint-
ment at Brest Litowsk to settle the demarcation
line, Warsaw and Modlin were holding out.
Warsaw, under its heroic Lord Mayor, Stefan
Starzynski, stood the German siege for weeks,
despite a shortage of food, tragic difficulties with
its water supply, a constant artillery bombard-
ment, and the Nazi " birds of prey*' which rained
bombs on its women and children. There were
other islands of resistance, and even after the
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